
Twenty -sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time           September 27, 2009  
Thank you, Deacon Bill Erpenbach for 25 years of ministry as a Deacon in the Catholic Church. Deacon comes from the Greek 
word for service. To be a deacon is to manifest in a very deliberate manner of life a deeply central truth of our faith: service. Jesus, 
himself, testified that he came to serve, not to be served. Deacon Bill, who has been òretiredó from active ministry for several years, 
remains for me a witness to service, truth and dedication. Back in October 2000, Deacon Bill wrote this still timely piece in the 
òKeynotes of Council 889ó the following. òIt seems that life is often valued only to the extent it is productive, or brings pleasure to 

someone. To many, suffering has lost its redemptive and ennobling character. Suffering is not equated to the suffering of Christ. True compassion 
leads us to share in one anotherõsõ pain. It does not mean we kill the person whose suffering we can bear. é Respect for life has an even broader defi-
nition. It does not only pertain to death. Our attitude toward the handicapped, the terminally ill, minorities, mentally impaired, chemically depend-
ent, those suffering from post war or post abortions syndrome, the unemployed, the poor, those of other faiths, or no faith at all, these are all catego-
ries of life for which we are called to be respectful.ó 
 
Continuing our Journey é for Generations of Faith. Thank you for your participation in our next campaign. It is important that we all partici-
pate ð according to our means. All together, we can do something wonderful for God and his Church. 
 
H1N1. We need to be attentive to our health. We have a special insert in todayõs bulletin regarding being healthy at Mass. Please review and discuss 
with your children. Let us be prudent. 
 
Spirit Fest  é new weekend é to celebrate the anniversary of our Churchõs dedication will now be on the first weekend of August. So save the date: 
August 1, 2010. It will occur at the new church é details, lots of them, as Spirit Fest 2010 approaches. 
 
But you donõt have to wait that long for a parish festival! Come one and all to the St. Patrick Fall Festival  in Shieldsville on Sunday, October 4th. 
Enjoy an Irish Polka Mass at 10:00, followed by a truly country festival: games, pork roast, home made òIrishó sauerkraut, silent auction, raffles, 
horseshoes tournament, and more. (By the way arenõt Irish Polka Mass and Irish Sauerkraut oxymorons?) 
 
Church etiquette. Last week I picked up some relatively òfreshó gum off the carpet in our new church. Our custodial staff has had to remove gum a 
number of times from the carpet since our dedication. This gets me thinking about basic church etiquette. Eating cookies (we had to drain the baptis-
mal font because Oreos were soaking in it), drinking pop (carpet already stained in the Narthex), chewing gum (I do invite kids to get rid of their 
gum when I see them chewing, but I am amazed at how many adults are chewing gum as they walk into mass), kids running free around the altar, 
talking loudly before and after mass, are not traditional church etiquette. Sacred space, of course, does not mean somber space. At the same time, 
certain behaviors are better in some places than in others. Yes, let our church be a truly welcoming home, let it be a place of comfort, peace, healing 
and mercy. Yet, let is also be a place free of gum from the carpet (and under the pews ð already there, too!) 

 
The annual Catholic Schools Marathon kicked off this past week for Bethlehem Academy and for Divine Mercy Catholic School. As our children 
and youth from our great schools go forth in a marathon of service I ask you to pray for them. Our schools provide a solid foundation so that our 
children might have excellence in academic and human formation. Above all both Divine Mercy Catholic School and Bethlehem Academy provide a 
culture for our children to be formed as saints ð people who love radically. Please support our Catholic schools. 
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HELP PREVENT THE SPREAD 
OF H1N1 INFLUENZA  

Influenza viruses are spread through 
contact with an infected personõs bodily 
fluids. This contact occurs through 
inhalation or by touching a surface 
contaminated with the virus.  
 
Please see the insert regarding the H1N1 
influenza and how to prevent the spread 
of the illness during Mass. 

Catholic Charities Counseling Services on Tuesdays & Thursdays.  Contact Jeanne Follstad 
or Paula Pridie at 507-334-2266, ext. 21 
RETROUVAILLE -Are you having difficulties communicating, solving problems, or are you 
drifting apart in your marriage? Retrouvaille has proved very successful in rebuilding marital 
relationships. For info., please call 651-464-5855. 
All married couples deserve a richer, fuller life together. A World Wide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend is a weekend full of fresh love, rebirth, and new beginnings.  For more info., call 800-795
-5683. 
Rachel's Vineyard offers weekend retreats for any woman or man who has struggled with the 
emotional and spiritual pain of an abortion. For information, call 952-882-2072 or email 
marypio37@usfamily.net. The national website for Rachel's Vineyard is 
www.rachelsvineyard.org. No one is turned away for financial reasons. 

Bulletin announcements 
are due to Carri Bastyr 
by noon on Mondays.  
 

Mass announcements 
are due to Mary Chris-
tensen by noon on 
Wednesdays. 

D IVINE  MERCY CATHOLIC  CHURCH 
139 Mercy Drive  
Faribault, MN 

 
Father Tschann Ministry Building 

(Parish Office) 
4 Second Avenue SW    
Faribault, MN  55021 

(507) 334-2266   (507) 334-3895 (fax) 
www.divinemercycatholics.org 

 

Emergency Number 
(507) 334-8267  

 
 

IMMACULATE  CONCEPTION  
Located at the corner of 

Division St. & 3rd Ave. SW 
 
 
 
 

MOTHER  SAMUEL  BUILDING  
ADORATION  CHAPEL  

104 Second Avenue SW 
 
 
 

ST . LAWRENCE CEMETERY  
2830 Second Ave. NW 

 
 
 

CALVARY  CEMETERY  
3415 Calvary Drive 

 
WEEKDAY  MASSES IN  FARIBAULT  

Mon ...... 5:30 pm ........................................ DMC 
Tues ..... 8:30 am ........................................ DMC 
Wed ...... 8:30 am .............................................. IC 
Thurs ... 8:30 am ........................................ DMC 
Fri  ......... 8:30 am .............................................. IC 
Sat ......... 8:30 am ........................................ DMC 
 

WEEKEND  MASSES IN  FARIBAULT  
Saturday  
4:00 pm ................................................... DMC 
Sunday  
8:00 am .................................................... DMC 
9:30 am* ................................................. DMC 
11:30 am (Español) .......................................... DMC 
5:00 pm ................................................... DMC 
*Interpreted for the deaf 
 

RECONCILIATION  SCHEDULE  
Mon..... 5:00 pm ..................................... DMC 
Wed .... 8:00 am ........................................... IC 
Fri  ........ 8:00 am ........................................... IC 
Sat ....... 8:00 & 9:00 am ........................ DMC 
By appointment, call Fr. Kevin Finnegan 
or Fr. Fernando Ortega at 334-2266. 

Have you considered becoming Catholic 
or simply desire to deepen your knowl-
edge of the Catholic Church? òCome 
Homeó is Thursday from 6-7:15pm at 
DMC. The program will run weekly 
and will include study guides and dis-
cussion. This study group is ideal for 
Catholics who are looking for a deeper 
knowledge of their Faith.  We will be 
walking through the entire Catechism 
over the course of this year.  Contact 
Justin Stroh at 334-2266, extension 20 or 
check out the website for more informa-
tion.  

The Life in the Spirit Seminar Session 
2 is this Wednesday, 7:45-9:15pm at 
DMC! The seminar is an introduction to 
life lived in the power and presence of the 
Holy Spirit! It invites participants to 
gather and prepare for a very personal 
òPentecostó a new release or revitaliza-
tion of the Holy Spiritõs presence. We are 
hosting the Community of Christ the 
Redeemer who will be giving a series of 
talks with small group discussion, faith 
sharing and praise and worship this Fall. 
Check out the website for more informa-
tion. This is the last week to join up! 

"The happiness you have a right to 
enjoy has a name and a face: 

it is Jesus of Nazareth, hidden in the 
Eucharist."  Pope Benedict XVl 

Current open hours are posted at the 
chapel. Please consider trying an hour. 
You can also sign up for hours at our 
upcoming focus weekend of October 17th 
and 18th. 

October calendar of events: 
 
October 6 ð Anointing Mass at St Lucas 
October 12 ð Fast & Prayer day 
October 13 ð BeFriender Meeting 
October 17 ð Retreat for Pastoral Care 
         and Liturgy 
October 20 ð Anointing Mass for Pleas-
         ant Manor 
October 26th ð Intercessory Prayer 
October 27 ð Faribault Commons  
          Anointing Mass 
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