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We begin, a fresh, the season of Advent. This season bids us to 
ready ourselves for more than Christmas. This season is about cele-
brating the first coming of our Savior, readying ourselves for his sec-
ond coming and preparing our hearts for his ever deeper presence in 

our lives today. Just as we prepare for the celebration of Christmas by baking cookies 
and purchasing gifts for loved ones, the Church offers several ways we can use this 
season to ready ourselves for Christõs coming. 
 
First , The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be offered throughout this season. Let us 
rid ourselves of the old leaven and be filled with new, so as expand with the love of 
God. 
 
Second, simple fasting. Yes, give something up, less from a penitential motive 
(although, donõt we all need conversion?) and more from a desire to make more room 
for Jesus. So less TV and more prayer. Less drink and more time with your children 
or grandkids. Less food and more for the Food Shelf. Less sports page or comics on 
Sunday morning and more time preparing for Mass. Simple fasting, great love. 
 
Third , deeper prayer. As the days shorten, I find myself almost wanting to hibernate. 
Well that ainõt going to happen, but I can take extra time to pray at the Adoration 
Chapel or simply in a cozy chair at home. Just Pray. 
 
Fourth,  read a good and holy book or listen to a CD while driving. In our Narthex 
you will notice a Catholic Lighthouse Media stand. This contains a number of CDs 
and books (donation requested). The CDs cover a variety of Catholic topics from 
prayer to why be a Catholic. Our current book (just $3!) is Matthew Kellyõs Rediscov-
ering Catholicism. Remember, Matthew Kelly, will be leading our parish Mission Janu-
ary 10, 11 and 12, 2010. 
 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, December 12, 2009, will be celebrated again with great 
festivity. The day will begin with Mañanitis or Morning Song at 5:00 am. Archbishop 
Nienstedt will celebrate a special bi-lingual mass at 6:00 pm. Included in the evening 
festivities will be Aztec Dancers, authentic Latino foods, and live music. All are in-
vited. On another vein, over the past six months I have witnessed a clear growth in 
the number of Latinos attending church. In fact for the past couple months over 10% 
of those attending church at both Divine Mercy and St. Michael are Hispanic. Again, 
all are invited to the Our Lady of Guadalupe festivities. 
 
Family Formation  meets this Wednesday, December 2, at the new church. I look 
forward to our teaching session in preparation for you parents teaching your children 
this week. This monthõs focus is Salvation History. From Adam to David to Jesus to 
the Acts of the Apostles to us today, God has been and is and will be active in our 
lives. 
 
Breath of Heaven, a Concert in Honor of our Blessed Mother will be at Divine 
Mercy Catholic Church on Sunday, December 6 at 6:30 pm. Come, be inspired to say, 
òYour will be done according to your word.ó 
 
Finally , please keep our youth to be confirmed  this upcoming April in your prayers 
as they will be on their Confirmation Retreat this Friday and Saturday. Come Holy 
Spirit. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
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Welcome to the season of Advent.  Below 
are portions of the readings today. So 
many times we are given instruction and 
hope in one reading and in another read-
ing, like todayõs, we are given a warn-
ing. I encourage you to immerse yourself 
in the readings through Advent (not just 
the Sunday readings but the daily read-
ings as well). Take them to heart and 
prayer and then listen to what God 
would like to share with you. May your 
Advent journey be one that is enlighten-
ing and fruitful. 
 

1 Thes 3:12-4:2  
Brothers and sisters: May the Lord make 
you increase and abound in love for one 
another and for all, just as we have for 
you, so as to strengthen your hearts, to 
be blameless in holiness before our God 
and Father at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus with all his holy ones.  Amen. 
 

Gospel 
Luke 21:25-28, 34-36 
òBeware that your hearts do not become 
drowsy from carousing and drunken-
ness  and the anxieties of daily life, and 
that day catch you by surprise like a trap. 
For that day will assault everyone who 
lives on the face of the earth.  Be vigilant 
at all times and pray that you have the 
strength to escape the tribulations that 
are imminent and to stand before the Son 
of Man.ó 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: The 
ministry is always open to new 
knitters. For those who like to knit 

with others or would like to learn to knit, 
we meet weekly at the MSB room 202 on 
Thursday evenings from 7-8 pm. Note: 
We will not be meeting on December 
24th or 31st. Shawls will be blessed on 
Saturday, December 5th at the 8:30 am 
Mass. Just bring shawls and place on 
front pew with your name attached so we 
know who knit the shawl.  God bless all 
our knitters and those who receive the 
shawls!   

Current Chapel needs: Hourly captains 
needed for 1-2 am and 2-3 am. We are 
also in need of a Spanish translator who 
the non-English speaking adorers can 
call when needed. Please let us know if 
this is something you can do.  

Bulletin announcements 
are due to Carri Bastyr 
by noon on Mondays.  
 

Mass announcements 
are due to Mary Chris-
tensen by noon on 
Wednesdays. 
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IMMACULATE  CONCEPTION  
Located at the corner of 

Division St. & 3rd Ave. SW 
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ADORATION  CHAPEL  

104 Second Avenue SW 
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2830 Second Ave. NW 
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3415 Calvary Drive 

 
WEEKDAY  MASSES IN  FARIBAULT  

Mon ...... 5:30 pm ........................................ DMC 
Tues ..... 8:30 am ........................................ DMC 
Wed ...... 8:30 am .............................................. IC 
Thurs ... 8:30 am ........................................ DMC 
Fri  ......... 8:30 am .............................................. IC 
Sat ......... 8:30 am ........................................ DMC 
 

WEEKEND  MASSES IN  FARIBAULT  
Saturday  
4:00 pm ................................................... DMC 
Sunday  
8:00 am .................................................... DMC 
10:00 am* ............................................... DMC 
12:00 pm (Español) ......................................... DMC 
5:00 pm ................................................... DMC 
*Interpreted for the deaf 
 

RECONCILIATION  SCHEDULE  
Mon..... 5:00 pm ..................................... DMC 
Wed .... 8:00 am ........................................... IC 
Fri  ........ 8:00 am ........................................... IC 
Sat ....... 8:00 & 9:00 am ........................ DMC 
By appointment, call Fr. Kevin Finnegan 
or Fr. Fernando Ortega at 334-2266. 

Catholic Charities Counseling Services on Tuesdays & Thursdays.  Contact Jeanne Follstad 
or Paula Pridie at 507-334-2266, ext. 21 
RETROUVAILLE -Are you having difficulties communicating, solving problems, or are you 
drifting apart in your marriage? Retrouvaille has proved very successful in rebuilding marital 
relationships. For info., please call 651-464-5855. 
All married couples deserve a richer, fuller life together. A World Wide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend is a weekend full of fresh love, rebirth, and new beginnings.  For more info., call 800-795
-5683. 
Rachel's Vineyard offers weekend retreats for any woman or man who has struggled with the 
emotional and spiritual pain of an abortion. For information, call 952-882-2072 or email 
marypio37@usfamily.net. The national website for Rachel's Vineyard is 
www.rachelsvineyard.org. No one is turned away for financial reasons. 
Go to www.ProLifePrayers.org  and join in the "Pray to End Abortion" cause!  

     One of the most encouraging facts 
about the pro-life effort in our country is 
that there are far more pregnancy re-
source centers (over 2300) than there are 
abortion centers (about 740). A report 
was recently compiled by several of the 
leading pregnancy resource networks and 
organizations that foster them. Called òA 
Passion to Serve, A Vision for Life.ó. The 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  w e b s i t e  i s 
www.apassiontoserve.com. 
     As the report states, "These cen-
ters serve some 1.9 million people each 
year with pregnancy assistance, absti-
nence counseling and education, commu-
nity outreach programs and referrals, and 
public health linkagesé.Every day in the 
United States pregnancy resource centers 
assist an average of 5,500 Americans, 
female and male, young and old, with 
sexuality-and-pregnancy-related con-
cerns.ó Fr. Frank PaVone-Priests for Life 
     Please plan to attend the upcoming 
"Breath of Heaven" concert on December 
6th at 6:30 p.m. at DMC to hear beautiful 
music in honor of our Blessed Mother. 
The $5 donation at the door will benefit 
our local Pregnancy Options here in 
Faribault.  
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