
Third Sunday of Advent  
December 13, 2009 

 
Urgency can be heard in the voice of Saint John the Baptist in to-
dayõs Gospel, even two thousand years later. He recognized that time 
keeps on moving. If we donõt respond to the call of Christ today ð we 

might miss the opportunity. So St. John the Baptist tells us to share our cloaks and 
food with those who go without and to act rightly in our business dealings. Our 
readiness of heart to encounter Christ is dependant upon our living justly with oth-
ers. We must give each person his or her due. Readiness to receive Jesus means readi-
ness to receive everyone as sister and brother. When we come forward to receive the 
best of meals from the Table of the Lord, we must be ready, yea even eager, to provide 
the best of meals to all we meet. 
 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated this evening, December 13th at 
7:00 pm at Divine Mercy Church. For the times I have withheld living justly with my 
neighbor, Lord have mercy. For the times I have been unwilling to share the best of 
meals with others, Lord have mercy. 
 
Father Sylvester Brown, who has filled in for me here over the past several years is 
critically ill. You can get updates at his Caring Bridge website: http://
www.caringbridge.org/visit/fathersylbrown. I am grateful for his ministry. 
 
A man from Calgary was at the 12:00 noon Mass this past Sunday. As I was handing 
him a bilingual missalette et so he could follow along he shared with me that last  
year he heard Matthew Kelly  a couple times in Calgary. He was so impressed that he 
was coming to Divine Mercy, he shared that he might just have to come back to hear 
him again. The Parish Mission has been adjusted so that Matthew Kelly will speak on 
twice on Sunday night and again on Monday. So keep the evenings of January 10 
and 11 free for our Parish Mission. Again, members of all parishes are invited and 
welcomed to attend. 
 
Please continue to return your 2010 Stewardship Renewal Forms. Your commit-
ment to the life and mission of our parish is greatly needed (its how God set it up!) 
and appreciated. 
 
2010 Offering Envelopes are now available in the narthex at the church.  Picking 
up yearly offering sets helps us to be good stewards of parish funds as it would cost 
thousands of dollars to mail.  Thank you!  
  
When the crucifix was taken down at Sacred Heart so that the Corpus could be re-
stored for the new church, the wood from the original cross was made into small 
crosses. We will have the crosses available for sale after the 4 pm, 8 am and 10 am 
Masses this weekend. Proceeds will support the St. Vincent de Paul ministry, 
 
Thanks for  those who òpartnership in the Gospeló helped with making last week-
endõs Confirmation retreat for our youth from Saint Patrick and Divine Mercy a great 
success. Over 75 people assisted in way or another, and of course we all prayed. Your 
prayers were heard. 
 
Let us rejoice! 
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òFor what greater thing is there than 
that God should become human?ó 

-St. John of Damascus 
 

The BeFriender Ministers here at Divine 
Mercy give the gift of a listening pres-
ence to the people they befriend 52 weeks 
of the year!  We all know how important 
it is to have someone who cares for us 
and is willing to be with us through life.  
Our BeFrienders are signs of Godõs love 
to many, many people. Blessed Christmas 
and thank you to all of our BeFriender 
Ministers! 

The Parish Nurse and Prayer Shawl 
Ministry was inadvertently omitted 
from "Sharing my Talents in Parish 

Ministry" on your 2010 Stewardship 
commitment card. We ask for the 
forgiveness of these two ministry areas 
and know that we support and appreciate 
you. If you are interested in Parish Nurse 
Ministry, please call Dorothy Brodie 334-
9434 or Madonna Reisinger-
Hill   mmelrh@yahoo.com  and if there is 
an interest in Prayer Shawl Ministry, 
please call Marilyn Schema 334-5449, 
Marie Jasinski 331-0860, or Libby Smith 
331-0860. You can also call the office and 
speak with Bernadette or Chris at 334-
2266.  Both of these ministries have made 
a big impact at Divine Mercy. Our 
priests, staff and the leadership of Divine 
Mercy are very grateful for all they do 
and the lives that are touched and 
changed because of the love of God that 
works through these two ministries.  

Our Holy Father said, Advent "invites us 
to pause in silence to grasp a presence." 
He continued: "It is an invitation to un-
derstand that every event of the day is a 
gesture that God directs to us, sign of the 
care He has for each one of us. How many 
times God makes us perceive something 
of His love! To have, so to speak, an 
'interior diary' of this love would be a 
beautiful and salutary task for our life! 
Advent invites and stimulates us to con-
template the Lord who is present. Should 
not the certainty of His presence help us 
to see the world with different eyes? 
Should it not help us to see our whole 
existence as a 'visit,' as a way in which He 
can come to us and be close to us, in each 
situation?" Take time out this advent to 
visit Jesus in adoration. 

Bulletin announcements 
are due to Carri Bastyr 
by noon on Mondays.  
 

Mass announcements 
are due to Mary Chris-
tensen by noon on 
Wednesdays. 
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IMMACULATE  CONCEPTION  
Located at the corner of 

Division St. & 3rd Ave. SW 
 
 
 
 

MOTHER  SAMUEL  BUILDING  
ADORATION  CHAPEL  

104 Second Avenue SW 
 
 
 

ST . LAWRENCE CEMETERY  
2830 Second Ave. NW 

 
 
 

CALVARY  CEMETERY  
3415 Calvary Drive 

 
WEEKDAY  MASSES IN  FARIBAULT  

Mon ...... 5:30 pm ........................................ DMC 
Tues ..... 8:30 am ........................................ DMC 
Wed ...... 8:30 am .............................................. IC 
Thurs ... 8:30 am ........................................ DMC 
Fri  ......... 8:30 am .............................................. IC 
Sat ......... 8:30 am ........................................ DMC 
 

WEEKEND  MASSES IN  FARIBAULT  
Saturday  
4:00 pm ................................................... DMC 
Sunday  
8:00 am .................................................... DMC 
10:00 am* ............................................... DMC 
12:00 pm (Español) ......................................... DMC 
5:00 pm ................................................... DMC 
*Interpreted for the deaf 
 

RECONCILIATION  SCHEDULE  
Mon..... 5:00 pm ..................................... DMC 
Wed .... 8:00 am ........................................... IC 
Fri  ........ 8:00 am ........................................... IC 
Sat ....... 8:00 & 9:00 am ........................ DMC 
By appointment, call Fr. Kevin Finnegan 
or Fr. Fernando Ortega at 334-2266. 

Catholic Charities Counseling Services on Tuesdays & Thursdays.  Contact Jeanne Follstad 
or Paula Pridie at 507-334-2266, ext. 21 
RETROUVAILLE -Are you having difficulties communicating, solving problems, or are you 
drifting apart in your marriage? Retrouvaille has proved very successful in rebuilding marital 
relationships. For info., please call 651-464-5855. 
All married couples deserve a richer, fuller life together. A World Wide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend is a weekend full of fresh love, rebirth, and new beginnings.  For more info., call 800-795
-5683. 
Rachel's Vineyard offers weekend retreats for any woman or man who has struggled with the 
emotional and spiritual pain of an abortion. For information, call 952-882-2072 or email 
marypio37@usfamily.net. The national website for Rachel's Vineyard is 
www.rachelsvineyard.org. No one is turned away for financial reasons. 
Go to www.ProLifePrayers.org  and join in the "Pray to End Abortion" cause!  

òOver coffee a man said, òOur role as Chris-
tians is to serve. Serving is not about ability, 
it is about availability.ó Matthew Kelly 
(Save the Date: Parish Mission with Mat-
thew Kelly, January 10-12) 

For the coffee lovers on your Christmas 
list, think Fair Trade. Products of Fair 
Trade support small farmers in Third 
World countries. Divine Mercy has these 
products in the gift shop, at the Nook and 
Cranny on Central Ave and sometimes 
after Masses. There is regular and decaf 
coffee in ground and whole bean. There is 
also hot chocolate and tea. Your purchase 
of Fair Trade supports the Divine Mercy 
sister parish project and our parish of St. 
Francis of Assisi on Lake Atitlan, Guate-
mala.   

Thank you to everyone who attended this 
year's Ministry Fair.  A special thank you 
to the Parish Office staff and the people 
who staffed the tables at the Fair!!  Your 
hard work and enthusiasm was very 
much appreciated and really helped make 
our first Ministry Fair a success. 

The Stewardship Committee 
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