
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 20, 2009 

 
As await the day of Christmas, we look forward to the day when 
we will gather in perfect peace and joy in heaven. In the meantime, 
we seek to grow this year a bit more holy than last. Let us strive to 

love God and the Church with greater attentiveness. Let us strive to love one 
another more ardently. Let us also strive to love the face of Christ especially in 
the poor, the sick, the immigrant, and the lowly. Jesus was born in a manger ð 
graphically telling us his desire to be with us in our need. May we all personally 
and as a nation this year welcome anew, the Prince of Peace. 
 
Christmas Masses will be filled with great joy as we celebrate the Birth of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. The Masses will also be filled with unfamiliar faces ð as rela-
tives and friends come home to visit family; as Catholics come to Mass who might 
not attend the rest of the year; and as all of us, PEOPLE OF HOPE, come respond-
ing to the call of the Holy Spirit in our souls. Let us welcome all. Let us make 
room in our hearts and in the pews. Let us great joyfully our sisters and brothers, 
who will be coming to Church for Christmas. 
 
The Christmas Eve Family Mass at 4:00 pm will be in a church ð not a gym 
this year. While I canõt say that I will miss FHS Gymnasium, I am grateful for 
their service since 2000. A special Childrenõs program will begin at 3:30, I am 
grateful for the children participating in the program and all those helping to 
organize it, especially Heather and Dan Johnson. Mass will begin at 4:00, sharp. 
 
Well, the City Council  gave the go ahead (with some excellent direction for the 
building to be even more effective and attractive) for the old Sacred Heart 
School to become the SOCIETY  OF SAINT  VINCENT  DE PAUL  CENTER FOR 
CHARITABLE  SERVICES. Helping paint, shovel snow, etc., would make a great 
Christmas Vacation family activity. For more information on how you and/or 
your family can help call Bill Lewis at 507-301-1977. 
 
From some of my Lutheran friends I have heard a rumor: That Divine Mercy 
Catholic Church charges for membership, especially for baptism. Not true. One is 
a member of Divine Mercy or any catholic church by virtue of living in the 
boundaries of that Parish. We might register ð and that good for communication, 
orderliness, etc. ð but membership comes by being in the parish. Every parish 
accepts òstole feesó for baptisms, etc., but no parish that I am pastor at requires it. 
Parishes typically, including the ones I pastor, do ask for a Marriage Fee to help 
off set the costs to the parish, but if one cannot afford it, that can ð and has been ð 
waved. 
 
Finally , know that this Christmas I pray for all of you that the joy of Christ may 
fill your souls, permeate all you family gatherings and that the peace of Christ 
may reign in our world. With love and affection, I remain 
 
Joyously yours in Christ, 
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Bernadette Tatge, Dir of Pastoral Care 
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When looking up medical 
information online, it is best to use 
r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e s ,  s u c h 

as: www.cdc.gov,  www.nih.gov, www.ma
yoclinic.com, www.clevelandclinic.org, w
ww.hopkinsmedicine.org  (Johns Hopkins 
University), or a site ending in 
".edu"  indicating that it is an educational 
institution.  

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Seek That 
Which Is Above,1986 "Advent is con-
cerned with that very connection be-
tween memory and hope which is so nec-
essary to man. Adventõs intention is to 
awaken the most profound and basic 
emotional memory within us, namely, the 
memory of the God who became a child. 
This is a healing memory; it brings hope. 
The purpose of the Churchõs year is con-
tinually to rehearse her great history of 
memories, to awaken the heartõs memory 
so that it can discern the star of hope.é 
 Take time on Christmas Day to visit 
Jesus in Adoration. Have a blessed 
Christmas! 

Bulletin announcements 
are due to Carri Bastyr 
by noon on Mondays.  
 

Mass announcements 
are due to Mary Chris-
tensen by noon on 
Wednesdays. 

D IVINE  MERCY CATHOLIC  CHURCH 
139 Mercy Drive  
Faribault, MN 

 
Father Tschann Ministry Building 

(Parish Office) 
4 Second Avenue SW    
Faribault, MN  55021 

(507) 334-2266   (507) 334-3895 (fax) 
www.divinemercycatholics.org 

 

Emergency Number 
(507) 334-8267  

 
 

IMMACULATE  CONCEPTION  
Located at the corner of 

Division St. & 3rd Ave. SW 
 
 
 
 

MOTHER  SAMUEL  BUILDING  
ADORATION  CHAPEL  

104 Second Avenue SW 
 
 
 

ST . LAWRENCE CEMETERY  
2830 Second Ave. NW 

 
 
 

CALVARY  CEMETERY  
3415 Calvary Drive 

 
WEEKDAY  MASSES IN  FARIBAULT  

Mon ...... 5:30 pm ........................................ DMC 
Tues ..... 8:30 am ........................................ DMC 
Wed ...... 8:30 am .............................................. IC 
Thurs ... See page 3 for more information 
Fri  ......... See page 3 for more information 
Sat ......... 8:30 am ........................................ DMC 
 

WEEKEND  MASSES IN  FARIBAULT  
Saturday  
4:00 pm ................................................... DMC 
Sunday  
8:00 am .................................................... DMC 
10:00 am* ............................................... DMC 
12:00 pm (Español) ......................................... DMC 
5:00 pm ................................................... DMC 
*Interpreted for the deaf 
 

RECONCILIATION  SCHEDULE  
Mon..... 5:00 pm ..................................... DMC 
Wed .... 8:00 am ........................................... IC 
Fri  ........ 8:00 am ........................................... IC 
Sat ....... 8:00 & 9:00 am ........................ DMC 
By appointment, call Fr. Kevin Finnegan 
or Fr. Fernando Ortega at 334-2266. 

Catholic Charities Counseling Services on Tuesdays & Thursdays.  Contact Jeanne Follstad 
or Paula Pridie at 507-334-2266, ext. 21 
RETROUVAILLE -Are you having difficulties communicating, solving problems, or are you 
drifting apart in your marriage? Retrouvaille has proved very successful in rebuilding marital 
relationships. For info., please call 651-464-5855. 
All married couples deserve a richer, fuller life together. A World Wide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend is a weekend full of fresh love, rebirth, and new beginnings.  For more info., call 800-795
-5683. 
Rachel's Vineyard offers weekend retreats for any woman or man who has struggled with the 
emotional and spiritual pain of an abortion. For information, call 952-882-2072 or email 
marypio37@usfamily.net. The national website for Rachel's Vineyard is 
www.rachelsvineyard.org. No one is turned away for financial reasons. 
Go to www.ProLifePrayers.org  and join in the "Pray to End Abortion" cause!  

Please join the environment committee 
and staff of Divine Mercy Church on 
December 22 at 1:00 pm for a 
DECORATING PARTY.  Many hands 
make light work and no special skill is 
nessesary.  Please join in helping string 
tree lights, hanging wreaths and creating 
Christmas cheer! Cookies, cider and 
Christmas carols will be provided. No 
need to RSVP, just show up! 
 
Wanted: a group or family that will 
place, light and clean up luminaries 
(paper bags with candles) outside of the 
church for the Christmas Eve Masses. 
Please contact Sharon Wilson (507-339-
3592) if you can help! 
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Matthew Kelly (Save the Date: Parish 
Mission with Matthew Kelly, January 10 
and 11) 

FREE TUESDAY SUPPERS to begin 
January 5th . Each Tuesday, starting on 
January 5th, a free supper will be available 
to everyone in the Faribault area who 
wants to participate. Meals will be served 
from 5 to 6:30 pm at the Cathedral Guild 
House, 101 NW 6th Street. The object is 
to provide a well-balanced, simple meal 
for everyone who comes and to offer fel-
lowship for those who enjoy having a 
meal in the company of others. The meal, 
to be known as the �´�&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���&�D�W�K�H��
�G�U�D�O���&�D�I�p���µ��is a shared project of many 
churches and other organizations in Fari-
bault. The effort is beginning on a 
òshoestring budgetó. Checks can be made 
out to òCommunity Cathedral Caf®ó and  
mail to the above address. If you would 
like to volunteer to help serve the meals ð 
or help out in some other way ð you may 
contact Carole Hanson at 334-4389. 


