
First Sunday of Lent 
February 21, 2010 

 
God called the People of Israel out of Egypt, our first reading re-
calls. òWe cried to the Lord, the God of our fathers, and he heard our 
cry é He brought us out of Egypt.ó Living in the freedom of Christ 

requires three things from us. First, we must recall and remember the in times past 
how God has brought us through difficult times. When have you experienced the 
provision of God in your life? It might be small, almost insignificant, or grand. But 
God has brought all of us out of various òEgypts.ó Next, concerns ones desire to leave 
òEgypt.ó The Israelites struggled with wanting to go back to Egypt. When I look at 
the Egypts in my life, do I really want to leave them? Finally, as did the Israelites in 
todayõs passage, we must make a response of gratitude to God for His merciful love in 
our lives. Psalm 136 provides an excellent model for a Prayer of Gratitude in 
Thanksgiving for all God does in our lives. Godõs love endures forever! (NB: Egypt is 
used pejoratively above. Of course that is a very narrow use of the term. The Egypt I 
have visited I great enjoyed. The food, history, customs and above all the friendly 
people bring delight to all.) 
 
Lenten practices é can now begin! Weekly Mass and Soup Suppers, Stations of the 
Cross, prayer, fasting, almsgiving, confession, acts of charity and justice, giving-up 
TV, sweets, beer, or the comics just begins the possibilities. Of course the goal of 
Lent is not giving things up! Rather the goal is growing in our relationship with Je-
sus. Relationships that grow and enrich our lives take effort, and that is true with our 
relationship to God. So use the practical helps of prayer, fasting and almsgiving as 
means to our goal of loving Jesus even more. I especially look forward to our Monday 
Mass and Soup Supper; both soul and body are nourished. This year we will have the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation celebrated every Monday during Lent at 7:00 pm. 
 
Matthew Kelly encouraged a practice for us Catholics to keep a òMass Journaló. He 
encouraged us to write down one idea, thought, feeling, inspiration from Mass every 
Sunday. It is a great idea. A number of people from our communities are doing just 
that! By recalling just an idea every week from Mass we will begin to pay closer at-
tention to <ass, weõll see how God is moving in our lives, and it will give us a simple, 
but very tangible way of growing in our faith. To foster this practice, you will find in 
the pews a small Mass Journal note cards. I invite you each week to take one before 
you leave and jot a thought, inspiration, challenge, idea, movement of your heart that 
occurred during Mass. 
 
At Communion time , we have a Eucharistic Minister assigned to give communion to 
those who physically canõt come forward. Starting next weekend of February 27/28, a 
server (wearing a white alb) will accompany the Communion Minister as a visual for 
those parishioners. During Communion, they will start on the choir side and walk the 
back perimeter of the church.  Please watch for them; stand or motion to them so that 
they can identify you and you do not miss receiving the Blessed Sacrament at Mass. 
Feel free also to ask ushers for assistance. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Fr. Kevin Finnegan, Pastor 
 frfinnegan@divinemercycatholics.org  (ext. 14) 
Fr. Fernando Ortega, Associate Pastor 
 frortega@divinemercycatholics.org  (ext. 17) 
Deacon Bill Erpenbach 
Deacon Steve Moses 
 smoses@divinemercycatholics.org 
 

Chris Sorensen, Director of  Pastoral Care 
 csorensen@divinemercycatholics.org   (ext. 18) 
Bernadette Tatge, Dir of Pastoral Care 

 btatge@divinemercycatholics  (ext. 23) 
 

Lisa Sammon, Dir of Business Administration 
 Lsammon@divinemercycatholics.org  (ext. 11) 
Jill Johnson, Bookkeeper 
 jjohnson@divinemercycatholics.org (ext. 32) 
Carri Bastyr , Administrative Assistant 

 cbastyr@divinemercycatholics.org  (ext. 10) 
 

Erik Ellingson,  Head Maintenance 
 eellingson@divinemercycatholics.org   (ext. 15) 
Oscar Carrejo, Custodian 
 ocarrejo@divinemercycatholics.org 
 

Kevin Seal, Director of Music & Liturgy 
 kseal@divinemercycatholics.org   (ext. 45) 
Mary Christensen, Liturgy & Wedding Coord. 

 mchristensen@divinemercycatholics.org (ext 34) 
 

Katy Warner, Hispanic Ministry Assistant 
 kwarner@divinemercycatholics.org   (ext. 16) 
 

Justin Stroh, Director of Family Formation  
 jstroh@divinemercycatholics.org   (ext. 20) 
Jean Volkmuth, Family Formation Coordinator 
 jvolkmuth@divinemercycatholics.org 
Ellie Wilder, Confirmation Coordinator 

 ewilder@divinemercycatholics.org   (ext. 37) 
Katie Schmidt, FF Admin & Youth Assistant 
 kschmidt@divinemercycatholics.org  (ext. 39) 
Colleen Rolling, Family Formation Assistant 
 crolling@divinemercycatholics.org 
 

Bob Seidel, Principal 

 bseidel@divinemercycatholics.org  (334-7706) 
 

Sherri Langfeldt, Principal 
 slangfeldt@bacards.org (334-3948) 



2 

Monday the Intercessory Prayer Group 
will meet at the Church at 3 pm. If you 
want more information about this group 
please call Bernadette at our Parish Office. 
 

òThe only thing we can offer to God of 
value is to give our love to people as un-
worthy of it as we are of Godõs love. ò 

~ St. Catherine of Siena 

Tips on how to cut 100 calories per 
day from your diet, if you are 
overweight: Eat smaller portions. 

Eat the celery without the cream cheese. 
Eat the pie filling, but leave most of the 
crust. Donõt put butter or margarine on 
your cooked vegetables. Leave the jelly 
off of your toast and the sour cream off of 
your potatoes. Drink water instead of pop 
or juice to satisfy your thirst. Donõt eat or 
drink anything except water after 6:30 pm. 

 "There is no doubt that a flood of graces 
would descend on your families and on 
your country if more and more souls, 
enlightened and supported by the exam-
ple of their shepherds, would become 
docile pupils in the school of the holy 
Cure of Ars."  Bl. Pope John XXIII 
 

Consider offering a HOLY HOUR 
every week during LENT.  Expect a 
flood of graces! Current open hours: 
Temporary: Tuesday 1-2:30 a.m. Please 
check the "sub needed" list at the adora-
tion chapel for other hours that need cov-
erage. 

Bulletin announcements 
are due to Carri Bastyr 
by noon on Mondays.  
 

Mass announcements 
are due to Mary Chris-
tensen by noon on 
Wednesdays. 

D IVINE  MERCY CATHOLIC  CHURCH 
139 Mercy Drive  
Faribault, MN 

 
Father Tschann Ministry Building 

(Parish Office) 
4 Second Avenue SW    
Faribault, MN  55021 

(507) 334-2266   (507) 334-3895 (fax) 
www.divinemercycatholics.org 

 

Emergency Number 
(507) 334-8267  

 
 

IMMACULATE  CONCEPTION  
Located at the corner of 

Division St. & 3rd Ave. SW 
 
 
 
 

MOTHER  SAMUEL  BUILDING  
ADORATION  CHAPEL  

104 Second Avenue SW 
 
 
 

ST . LAWRENCE CEMETERY  
2830 Second Ave. NW 

 
 
 

CALVARY  CEMETERY  
3415 Calvary Drive 

 
WEEKDAY  MASSES IN  FARIBAULT  

Mon ...... 5:30 pm ........................................ DMC 
Tues ..... 8:30 am ........................................ DMC 
Wed ...... 8:30 am .............................................. IC 
Thurs ... 8:30 am ........................................ DMC 
Fri  ......... 8:30 am .............................................. IC 
Sat ......... 8:30 am ........................................ DMC 
 

WEEKEND  MASSES IN  FARIBAULT  
Saturday  
4:00 pm ................................................... DMC 
Sunday  
8:00 am* ................................................. DMC 
10:00 am ................................................. DMC 
12:00 pm (Español) ......................................... DMC 
5:00 pm ................................................... DMC 
*Interpreted for the deaf 
 

RECONCILIATION  SCHEDULE  
Mon..... 5:00 pm ..................................... DMC 
Wed .... 8:00 am ........................................... IC 
Fri  ........ 8:00 am ........................................... IC 
Sat ....... 8:00 & 9:00 am ........................ DMC 
By appointment, call Fr. Kevin Finnegan 
or Fr. Fernando Ortega at 334-2266. 

�x�� Catholic Charities Counseling Services on Tuesdays & Thursdays.  Contact Jeanne Follstad 
or Paula Pridie at 507-334-2266, ext. 21 

�x�� RETROUVAILLE -Are you having difficulties communicating, solving problems, or are you 
drifting apart in your marriage? Retrouvaille has proved very successful in rebuilding marital 
relationships. For info., please call 651-464-5855. 

�x�� All married couples deserve a richer, fuller life together. A World Wide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend is a weekend full of fresh love, rebirth, and new beginnings.  For more info., call 800-795
-5683. 

�x�� Rachel's Vineyard offers weekend retreats for any woman or man who has struggled with the 
emotional and spiritual pain of an abortion. For information, call 952-882-2072 or email 
marypio37@usfamily.net. The national website for Rachel's Vineyard is 
www.rachelsvineyard.org. No one is turned away for financial reasons. 

�x�� Go to www.ProLifePrayers.org  and join in the "Pray to End Abortion" cause!  

Thank you for your contributions to 
Capital Campaign #1 (New Beginnings) 
and Capital Campaign #2 (Continuing 
Our Journey). Please remember to mark 
your contribution with CC #1 or CC #2 
so we are sure to credit the right account. 
Thank you for your continued generosity! 

SVDP Center soon open 
for  char i tab le ser-
vices. Volunteers needed: 
"Wardrobe Shoppe" for sort-
ing, tagging & hanging 

clothing & "Food Pantry" for stocking 
shelves, 9am-4pm this Monday-
Friday . Starting February 15 volunteers 
needed to complete "intake" forms & es-
cort clients in selecting food 
items. Contact 507.301.1977 or 
bjlewis@hickorytech.net.  

The 40 Days for Life campaign runs from 
February 17-March 28. You can help save 
lives by getting  involved today! By the 
grace of God, 40 Days for Life has al-
ready helped to save at least 2,168 chil-
dren from death by abortion, led 28 clinic 
workers to walk away from the abortion 
industry, and contributed to the closure  
of five abortion centers. Constant vigils 
for 40 days are held at 165 abortion mills 
throughout the country. The 40-day  
campaign tracks Biblical history, where 
God used 40-day periods to transform 
individuals, communities ... and the entire 
world. Get involved by going to: 
www.40daysforlife.com and look up Min-
nesota locations. We hope to get a bus to 
at least one of the 40 day prayer vigils 
during Lent.  Watch bulletin for details.  

An enormous amount of gratitude goes 
to George Voracek for plowing St. Law-
rence Cemetery. When you see George, 
please express your gratitude to him! 


