
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
March 14, 2010 

 
A prodigal younger son, a non-satisfied older son and a generous 
father make up this parable of Divine Mercy expressing the incom-
prehensible love of God. We witness mercy welcoming a younger 

son back and pleading with his older son to know òyou have been with me al-
ways.ó Perhaps thatõs the problem: like the older son we are not content to be 
with God. Yet what more could anyone want than to be with the One whom you 
love.  The heart of Godõs mercy is His desire to be with us, fully and forever. The 
older son struggled with being with his father. He thought he had to earn his 
love, when all along all he had to do is open his heart to his fatherõs embrace. At 
this point in Lent, perhaps you have faltered in your Lenten practices of prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving.  òI canõt even give up candy for 40 days!ó Precisely at this 
moment we turn to God whose loving mercy embraces us ð not because we suc-
cessfully give up candy, but because the Father of us all canõt but embrace us! 
 
Our trip to Poland  to receive the relic Saint Faustina was a great blessing. See 
special insert for some meditative reflections on our pilgrimage. 
 
Our parish Mission Trip  (March 19 to March 25) has filled up and that is great. 
Our youth remind us that our community has a connection and responsibility 
beyond our parish.  Please keep them in your prayers as they travel south to Oak 
Island, Texas, to help a community that still suffers from Hurricane Ike. Thanks 
to all who have contributed to this Mission Trip in time, talent and treasure.  
 
St Patrickõs Day will be celebrated in grand style this Wednesday, March 17 at 
ð of course ð St. Patrickõs Church in Shieldsville. Mass is at 6 pm with Mulligan 
Stew and entertainment for the whole family following. Come let us dance the 
Irish jig together! 
 
 Reconciliation  offers us the abundant mercy of God. Through this sacrament 
we encounter God because of our sin! It was our sinfulness that beaconed Godõs 
Son, Jesus Christ to die for us. Godõs desires us to be from sin so that we might 
know the intimacy of Godõs personal love for us. The season of provides us a 
great time to participate in the Sacrament of Mercy. Many times are available 
this Lenten season. Tonight, Sunday, March 14 a number of priests, including 
one fluent in ASL, will celebrate the sacrament at 7:00 pm. Additional opportuni-
ties include: Mondays at 5:00 and at 7:00 pm, Tuesdays at 9:00 am, Wednesdays 
at 8:00 am, Fridays at 8:00 am, Saturdays at 8:00 am and from 9:00 ð 10:00 am. 
During Holy Week, reconciliation will be offered Monday at 5:00 pm and from 6-
8 pm, Wednesday 8:00 am and 6-8 pm, Thursday, 9:00 am, Friday 9:00 am, Sat-
urday 9:00 am. You may also schedule an appointment or just catch one of us 
priests, anytime, anyplace. 
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Tuesday, March 16th, BeFriender minis-
try will be having itõs monthly meeting. 
A speaker will be joining us for the eve-
ning.  Please mark you calendar and plan 
to attend. 
 
Please remember our elders who are in 
nursing homes or assisted living facilities.  
They would greatly enjoy a visit or join 
them for Mass. Masses are: St. Lucas the 
first Tuesday of the month at 10 am; 
Pleasant Manor the 3rd Tuesday of the 
month at 11 am; and Faribault Commons 
the 4th Tuesday of the month at 10 am. 

We are very appreciative of our 
knitters, who make the beautiful 
prayer shawls, and of our donors, 

who have so generously provided funds 
for this ministry. We are very grateful 
and thankful for your support. We are 
also most appreciative of the group who 
are both knitters and provide their own 
yarn. If you would like to help, the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry coordinators: 
Marilyn Schema 334-5449, Marie 
Jasinski  334-6543, Libby Smith  331-
0860, or any of our knitters would be 
happy to tell you more about this great 
ministry.-Dorothy Brodie, Parish Nurse 

"So I will go to the altar of God.  Here it 
is not a question of my minute, petty af-
fairs, but of the great offering of recon-
ciliation.  I may participate in that, purify 
myself and be made happy, and lay myself 
with all my doings and troubles along 
with the sacrifice on the altar.  And when 
the Lord comes to me then in Holy Com-
munion, then I may ask Him, "Lord, what 
do you want of me?" And after quiet dia-
logue, I will go to that which I see as my 
next duty." St. Teresa Benedicta of the 
Cross 
Spend some quiet, prayerful time in ado-
ration during your Lenten journey.  

Bulletin announcements 
are due to Carri Bastyr 
by noon on Mondays.  
 

Mass announcements 
are due to Mary Chris-
tensen by noon on 
Wednesdays. 

D IVINE  MERCY CATHOLIC  CHURCH 
139 Mercy Drive  
Faribault, MN 

 
Father Tschann Ministry Building 

(Parish Office) 
4 Second Avenue SW    
Faribault, MN  55021 

(507) 334-2266   (507) 334-3895 (fax) 
www.divinemercycatholics.org 

 

Emergency Number 
(507) 334-8267  

 
 

IMMACULATE  CONCEPTION  
Located at the corner of 

Division St. & 3rd Ave. SW 
 
 
 
 

MOTHER  SAMUEL  BUILDING  
ADORATION  CHAPEL  

104 Second Avenue SW 
 
 
 

ST . LAWRENCE CEMETERY  
2830 Second Ave. NW 

 
 
 

CALVARY  CEMETERY  
3415 Calvary Drive 

 
WEEKDAY  MASSES IN  FARIBAULT  

Mon ...... 5:30 pm ........................................ DMC 
Tues ..... 8:30 am ........................................ DMC 
Wed ...... 8:30 am .............................................. IC 
Thurs ... 8:30 am ........................................ DMC 
Fri  ......... 8:30 am .............................................. IC 
Sat ......... 8:30 am ........................................ DMC 
 

WEEKEND  MASSES IN  FARIBAULT  
Saturday  
4:00 pm ................................................... DMC 
Sunday  
8:00 am* ................................................. DMC 
10:00 am ................................................. DMC 
12:00 pm (Español) ......................................... DMC 
5:00 pm ................................................... DMC 
*Interpreted for the deaf 
 

RECONCILIATION  SCHEDULE  
Mon..... 5:00 pm ..................................... DMC 
Wed .... 8:00 am ........................................... IC 
Fri  ........ 8:00 am ........................................... IC 
Sat ....... 8:00 & 9:00 am ........................ DMC 
By appointment, call Fr. Kevin Finnegan 
or Fr. Fernando Ortega at 334-2266. 

�x�� Catholic Charities Counseling Services on Tuesdays & Thursdays.  Contact Jeanne Follstad 
or Paula Pridie at 507-334-2266, ext. 21 

�x�� RETROUVAILLE -Are you having difficulties communicating, solving problems, or are you 
drifting apart in your marriage? Retrouvaille has proved very successful in rebuilding marital 
relationships. For info., please call 651-464-5855. 

�x�� All married couples deserve a richer, fuller life together. A World Wide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend is a weekend full of fresh love, rebirth, and new beginnings.  For more info., call 800-795
-5683. 

�x�� Rachel's Vineyard offers weekend retreats for any woman or man who has struggled with the 
emotional and spiritual pain of an abortion. For information, call 952-882-2072 or email 
marypio37@usfamily.net. The national website for Rachel's Vineyard is 
www.rachelsvineyard.org. No one is turned away for financial reasons. 

�x�� Go to www.ProLifePrayers.org  and join in the "Pray to End Abortion" cause!  

Through the generosity of many parish-
ioners, we have reached 51% of our par-
ish financial goal for the Catholic Ser-
vices Appeal. Thank you for sharing 
Godõs gifts in helping serve others in our 
community. The total number of parish-
ioners responding currently equals 450 
(out of 2594 households (17%)). Those 
who continue to prayerfully consider 
their gift, we remind you that no gift is 
too small to support one another in faith 
and to help those in need. òWe are one 
body, one body in Christ.ó 

"You and I are standing in a world today 
over a field of dry bones: those who have 
been killed by abortion, those who have 
been killed by so many other things at-
tacking the dignity of human life. If you 
ever doubt that we can bring an end to  
his culture of death, this destruction of  
the family, this destruction of life by 
abortion, if you ever think for 
a moment that it's impossible, then ask 
yourself this: Can a man who has been 
scourged, crowned with thorns, 
nailed hands and feet to a cross, pierced 
with a lance, has died and been buried; 
c a n  s u c h  a  m a n  e v e r 
live again?" Fr. Frank PaVone-Priests for Life 

Spring is around the corner and lawn 
service will soon be needed for Calvary 
Cemetery.  Please contact Adrian Gillen 
334-9718 for more information. 


