
1st Grade Curriculum Expectations 

This brochure is intended to provide you 
with a listing of important curriculum 
expectations established by Divine Mercy 
Catholic School for students in grade one.  

Our specialist classes include the 
following and separate information is 
available about each specialist class: 
Technology, Physical Education, Music, 
Library, Art, and in the spring, Spanish 
introduction.  

Language Arts/Reading 
The traditional reading approach is 
combined with Project Read strategies to 
offer a balanced approach to reading.  Our 
program addresses three basic parts: 
decoding skills, developing sight 
vocabulary, and comprehension skills. 
 
Spelling 
The first grade spelling program follows 
the Project read strategies.  Using the 
multi-sensory method, students will 
develop skills to succeed in spelling words 
and sentences. 
 
Grammar & Writing  
Our grammar and writing program 
consists of basic sentence structure, 
beginning and ending punctuation, and 
some basic parts of speech.  Various 
writing projects help the students utilize 
the skills learned throughout the year.   

 
Science 
First grade is a 
balance between 
direct teaching and 
discovery-oriented 
instruction.  Areas 
studied are animal 
and plant habitats, 
simple machines, 
earth & space, weather, solar system, heat, 
light, sound, states of matter, health and 
the human body are a few of the areas 
explored.  Our trips to River Bend Nature 
Center enrich our science curriculum. 

Social Studies 
Throughout the first grade year, the 
children explore cultures, geography, 
economics, history, government, and 
citizenship. Some specific areas include: 
communities, simple maps, landforms, 
needs and wants, early settlement, rights 
and responsibilities, and American heroes 
and symbols. 

 

Mathematics  
Math excellence is built on a strong 
foundation of basic facts, concepts, and 
problem-solving skills that relate to 
everyday life. We cover the areas of math 
reasoning, number sense, patterning and 
algebraic thinking, data analysis, spatial 
sense, geometry and measurement. 

�  Math meetings, daily fact 
practice 

�  Guided math activities 
�  Homework 3-4 nights per week 
�  Math tests once a week 

 

Religion 
The first grade program lays the 
foundation for the children’s spiritual 
growth and development of their 
knowledge of the Catholic faith. 

�  Bible stories 
�  Weekly Masses 
�  Host Masses 
�  Attend special celebrations 
�  Learn new prayers 
�  Rosary 
�  Enriched through songs/art 
�  Service projects 

 
Educational Field Trips  
 

�  Children’s Theater 
�  Children’s Museum of 

Minnesota 
�  River Bend Nature Center 
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I l l um i na t i ng  M i nd s ,  
C u l t i va t i ng  Fa i t h �

OUR M ISSION STATEMENT  

Our mission is to form the whole 
person – spiritually, socially, 
culturally, emotionally, and 

intellectually – guided by Christian 
values according to Christ’s   

example as found in the Gospel.   
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